
Technology Advisory Board (TAB) Committee 
Thursday, November 21, 2024  

Via Teams 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Attendees: Larry Jennings, Ethan Lindsey, Meghan Wilkey, Devendra Potnis, Suzanne Allard, 
Jack Stickley, Michael Rogers, Maruf Lawal 
 
Absent: Ramon Padilla, Dan Harder, Jahneulie Weste, Cris Emberton, Olena Korotych, A’darius 
Parrish, Samuel Strong, Jolyon Grey 
 
Welcome 

· Larry Jennings welcomes everyone to the TAB Committee.   
· This meeting began at 4:00pm  

Agenda  
· Software Value 
· Other Business - Workshops and Training 

 
Software Values 

  
· Each year a survey goes out in March asking what software people may be interested in.  
· Larry draws attention to the savings we get as a university and explains we are constantly 

renegotiating contracts to get the best deal possible. We try to make our money go further. 
Prices have risen significantly since the pandemic, but we are still saving.  



· Michael Rogers asks if OIT works directly with these vendors or if we go through 
procurement to set up these contracts. Larry answers we go through procurement to set 
up contracts with red lining and negotiation.  

· Our Microsoft Office, Zoom, and Google contracts are extensive – costing the students 
less than $20 for all three is great.  

 
Other Business – Workshops and Training 

· We have LinkedIn learning available and OIT provides more training opportunities 
through workshops. These can be found at oit.utk.edu/training.  

· If you would like to suggest a new workshop, submit a ticket to request this be taken into 
consideration.  

 
Closing 

· Maruf Lawal asks if we can get a package for students to use overleaf to compare 
documents and collaborate with others. Larry replies he has a meeting for overleaf soon 
as many students have asked about it. We will look at pricing on an enterprise scale and 
consider whether or not we will be able to purchase it.  

· Larry advises we have received many requests for Grammarly and will be looking into 
this as well.  

 
Stay up to date with OIT 

Visit oit.utk.edu/about for OIT Weekly Tech News  
Visit oit.utk.edu/about for OIT Instruction & Research News  
Bookmark oit.utk.edu/news and check back often for OIT News  
Visit help.utk.edu/status to see IT Systems Status Center 

 
Meeting adjourned at 4:18pm 

· Next meeting – Friday, January 24, 2024, via Teams 
 

TAB meeting calendar (via Teams)  
· November 21, 2024 
· No December meeting due to Winter Holiday 
· January 24, 2025 
· February 20, 2025 
· Marcg 20, 2025 
· April 16, 2025  

 
 
Minutes submitted by:  Meghan Wilkey  
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